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Please find below the Week 7, Term 4, 2020 edition of the Parental Lion Roars.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

From the Principal 
Mr Anthony Gleeson  
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the College, 

College Events this Past Week – Week 6 
Over this past week - the College has conducted the: 

• Intake 2021 Orientation Day last Wednesday 

 

• Year 12 (2020) Formal at Curzon Hall last Thursday evening  
 

  

 

REMINDER:  
The ‘Tell Them From Me’  
Parent Survey is still open. 
If you haven’t already,  
PLEASE COMPLETE IT NOW! 
Thank you! 
 
 
 

http://tellthemfromme.com/le0li0n
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• And off site, 30 students participated in the Duke of Edinburgh Overnight Adventurous Journey 
on Thursday and Friday. 

I would like to thank the students 
(particularly our Student Leaders and 
those in Year 10 who acted as Mentors) 
who assisted or participated in these 
important events. 

To the staff who have given of their time 
- particularly in supervising the Year 12 
Formal and the overnight Adventurous 
Journey, thank you. 

The Year 12 Formal was a fitting way for our 
recent graduates to acknowledge and celebrate 
their first 13 years of schooling. Many have been 
with each other for those 13 years. As expected, 
the students were impeccable in their behaviour 
and attitude.  

All the best Year 12 - you ‘won’ 2020!  

College Swimming Carnival 
As all parents and caregivers were notified last 
Friday, our Annual College Swimming Carnival 
this Friday has had to be greatly modified due to Covid-19. We were hoping the Carnival may have been 
able to operate in a similar format to previous years, but we cannot ignore the health and safety of our 
community.  

There is no right answer to this issue, only the best solution. In a nutshell, this is what our College Swimming 
Carnival will look like for 2020: 

• The Carnival will only be for those students who registered for the Championship events 
(approx. 75 students across Intake 2020 to Year 11) 

• Our invited Year 6 (Intake 2021) students will 
still participate (15 in total) 

• No parents are permitted at the St Leo’s hired 
section of the venue 

• There will to be 45 events for the 
Championship students 

• Normal school day (Day 5 of the timetable) 
will apply for all other students 

• The amended Carnival will take place from 
9am - 12pm, with participating students to 
arrive by 8.30am. They will then be dismissed from the venue - they will NOT be required to attend 
classes for the remainder of the day. 

I am very conscious that ‘College spirit’ and cross-year group activities have been limited this year due to 
Covid-19. Our whole College events have been completely restricted since mid-March. I know many 
students (and staff) were looking forward to this event so we could celebrate as a whole College community. 
In 2021 - high on our College Improvement Plan – we will be ensuring that these activities and relationships 
are developed so that all students not only feel at ease and comfortable within the College but also that they 
have the opportunity to mix with older and younger students - and of course our staff! It is so important.  
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Reminder - Parent/Caregiver Consultation – ‘Teacher /Librarian’ Position from 2021 

Our current Teacher/Librarian, Ms Michaela Hashim 
has notified me of her resignation as she has been 
successful in her application at another school from 
the start of 2021. Michaela has been building literacy 
information into the school over the past three years. 

The role of Teacher/Librarian and the ‘library’ space 
has changed dramatically over the past few years. 

I see this position interacting widely with students, staff and parents. I would like to gather your 
opinion/thoughts on this position here at the College. I want to be able to advertise for a position that will 
meet the needs of our community here at St Leo’s. I have asked staff and students for their views as well.  

I have listed a few questions on this survey to gather your thoughts. It is up to you how many of these 
questions you answer - you may like to give one or two details. 

Feel free to complete the LINKED SURVEY to pass on your thoughts and opinions by close of 
business Monday, 30 November. 

Thank you and enjoy the rest of the week. 

Tony Gleeson 
Principal 

From the Assistant Principal 
Mr Daniel Petrie  
TTFM Survey - IMPORTANT 
The College is participating in the Tell Them From Me 
(TTFM) Survey once again this year. The TTFM data can be 
readily used for College and Diocesan planning and 
evaluation, while providing an incredible insight into what key 
stakeholders have to say about Engagement, Faith Formation, Wellbeing and Effective Teaching.  

This survey enables all parents of our community to have their voice heard. Such information is vital for 
creating a shared vision for the College.  

Every family from Intake 2020 - Year 11 are requested to complete the survey.  

The survey will take approximately 15-20 minutes to complete. 

Please ACCESS THE SURVEY HERE. Please complete it ASAP. 

Sporting Program at St Leo’s 
Over the last 12 months, the College has taken feedback from the community regarding our present sport 
offerings. As a result of this feedback and ongoing partnership, the College will be increasing its sport 
offering from two periods a fortnight to two periods a week for Intake 2021 - Year 10 next year. 

Save the Dates: Important Upcoming Events 

Event Date 

Intake 2021 Parent Information Evening (Zoom) Wednesday, 25 November 

College Swimming Carnival – modified format Friday, 27 November (Championship events) 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdRKyHTHTcz9ejEUHDCnVfanhNWw-Q_HffVfXUfbTjimGe5gQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://tellthemfromme.com/le0li0n
http://tellthemfromme.com/le0li0n
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Year 10 Reports Released Wednesday, 2 December 

Xavier House: St Francis Xavier Feast Day  Thursday, 3 December 

Year 9 Reports Released Thursday, 3 December 

Year 8 Reports Released Friday, 4 December 

Year 10 Semi-Formal Friday, 4 December 

Intake 2020 HPV Vaccinations Tuesday, 8 December 

Intake 2020 Reports Released Thursday, 10 December 

St Leo’s Day Celebrations Tuesday, 15 December 

Year in Review Awards Ceremony Wednesday, 16 December 

Last day for Students in 2020 Wednesday, 16 December 

 

From the Acting Director of Evangelisation & Catholic Formation  
Mr Nathan Smith 

“I am here with good news for you,  
which will bring great joy to all the people. 

This very day in David’s town  
your Saviour was born - Christ the Lord!”

   
John 2:10-11  

 

Christmas Hamper Appeal 
As we fast approach the season of Advent, we pause 
and give thanks for all the blessings that we have in 
our lives. Yet, this year like no other, has been 
difficult for so many reasons… 

Christmas provides us with hope and with an 
opportunity to ‘reach out’ and help someone who is in 
need. 

As is tradition at St Leo’s during Advent, we will 
support a Christmas Hamper Appeal. If they are able 
to, we are asking students from different year groups 
to bring in the following items for the hampers: 

• Intake 2020 and Year 12: Non-perishable food and Christmas food 

• Year 8: Christmas accessories to be put in hampers 

• Years 9 and 10: Donations to the Jesuit Refugee Services (such as food items & toiletries) 
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In addition, each Mentor 
Group will decide on a 
favourite book for a student 
their age to be donated to 
Youth Off the Streets. A 
student from that Mentor 
Group will be assigned to buy 
the book and deliver it to the 
Aquinas Resource Centre. 

This appeal will be driven 
through Mentor Groups and 
students will be provided with 
more information this week 
from their Year Leader and 
Mentor Teacher about 
specific items for the 
hampers. 

However, should you have 
any questions or if you would 
like to drop off additional 
items for the hampers, please 
contact College Reception. 

Mass of Inclusion 
The Diocese of Broken Bay 
have their annual Mass of 
Inclusion in the first week of 
December.  

You and your family are 
invited to attend (click on the 
invitation right to RSVP by 
Tuesday, 1 December).  

The event will also be live 
streamed. 

 

Upcoming Events 
• First Sunday of Advent – Sunday, 29 November 
• St Francis Xavier Feast Day – Thursday, 3 December 
• Year Group Christmas Liturgies – Tuesday, 15 December 

  

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=678582&
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A Message from the Catholic Schools Broken Bay Office  
re. Fee Support 

           

From the Dean of Curriculum and Professional Development 
Mr George Morad 

Year 11 into 12 Meeting for Parents of Year 12, 2021  
There will be a Zoom Parent Meeting held regarding information for parents of Year 11 students in 2020 who 
have just begun their HSC course and will complete their HSC examination in 2021 

The speakers on the evening will be: 
● Mrs Kate Todd - Welcome and Introduction 
● Mr Anthony Gleeson - The Role of Parents and Year 12 Overview 
● Mrs Lindy Sykes - Wellbeing in Year 12 
● Mr George Morad - HSC, ATAR and Assessment 

The details for the ILiM Mathematics Zoom Meeting are as follows: 
● Date – Tuesday, 1 December 
● Time – 7.00pm 
● Zoom Link - https://dbbcatholic.zoom.us/j/97120781862 

Looking forward to seeing you online next week.  

Intake 2020 Language Selections for 2021 
On Friday, 20 November, Intake 2020 students were sent an email to their College email address with 
information on how to select their language preference for Year 8 2021.  

A good number of students have already:  
● made their selections 
● printed off their selection sheet 
● had a discussion with their parents about the language they would like to select, and 
● returned their signed selection sheet to Student Services for Ms Ellison to process.  

https://dbbcatholic.zoom.us/j/97120781862
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Just a reminder that these selections are due on Friday, 27 November to Student Services. If any student is 
having difficulty finding the email that was sent to their student account, can they please see Ms Ellison in 
Student Services ASAP.  

From the Director of Teaching and Learning 
Mrs Josephine Cali 

Year 12 (2021) Students - HSC Hub 
The NSW Government has provided a range of learning materials for students via a new learning hub.  

We recommend students start looking at the resources available to them to complement their study program 
as they have already started their official HSC year.  

Students who have a good balance between 
their studies, work commitments, and 
family/friends should be able to achieve their 
personal best in the year ahead. Students 
will be working with their Year Leader to plan 
and prepare for their upcoming assessment 
tasks  
this term. 

Students ONLINE - Years 10, 11, 
12 
All students in Years 10, 11 and 12 have the 
opportunity to complete the Minimum 
Standards Tests so that these credentials 
appear on their ROSA.  

Once students have met these standards, 
they are recommended to log in to their 
Students Online Account to access and save an electronic copy of their HSC Minimum Standards 
Certificates. Students in Year 10 can set up their account by clicking the ‘activate your account now’ button. 

 

NESA Schools Online Accounts (https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au/) will terminate shortly after the 
each year group completes their HSC Examinations or when they leave the College. Access to any records 
available from a Student’s Online account is free for as long as the account is open. However, if students do 
not download these before their account is closed NESA will charge a fee for retrieval of any documents. 
Further information about the HSC Minimum Standards are available HERE. 

 

https://www.hschub.nsw.edu.au/
https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au/go/login/
https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au/
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/hsc-minimum-standard
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Year 10 HSC NESA Minimum Standards 
Students have been completing their HSC Minimum Standards Tests. Students who were absent on testing 
days are asked to see Mrs Cali to complete these tests as soon as possible. Test results for the Minimum 
Standards Tests will be sent to students via their Students Online accounts up to 20 days after they 
complete the tests.  

PAT Testing - Intake 2020 and Year 8 
Students in Year 8 and Intake 2020 will be completing Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT Testing) during 
Week 8. The testing schedule is as follows: 

Intake 2020 

Monday, 30 November   Monday, 30 November  Thursday, 3 December 

Period 2 Reading PAT Test Period 3 Mathematics PAT Test Period 3 AGAT PAT Test 

Year 8 

Monday, 30 November  Thursday, 3 December  Thursday, 3 December  

Period 3 Reading PAT Test Period 3 Mathematics PAT Test Period 4 AGAT PAT Test 

Students will need to bring a fully charged iPad and a pen for the tests. Students do not need to study or 
prepare for the tests.  

The purpose of the PAT tests is to investigate and diagnose student learning and to monitor progress over 
time. At St Leo’s Catholic College, teachers are working within a growth mindset, with the benefits of 
targeted teaching, increased levels of student engagement and improved learning outcomes. 

Further information is available from: 
https://www.acer.org/au/pat/faqs 

Study Skills Handbook - Dr Prue Salter 
St Leo’s Catholic College subscribes to high-quality 
educational resources that support parents and students in their learning. Parents/caregivers are welcome to 
access these resources which are for the exclusive use of the St Leo’s Catholic College. Please do not share 
this link: PARENT ACCESS.  

Dr Prue also provides a monthly tip sheet. Click here to access the latest Tips for November. 

From the Director of Administration 
Ms Therri Ellison 

Vaccinations 
Tuesday, 8 December 2020 vaccinations: 

• Intake 2020 (Year 7); HPV dose 2 
• Intake 2020 (Year 7); HPV dose 1 catch up 
• Year 10 Meningococcal ACWY, catch up.  

Any Intake 2020 (Year 7) students who are absent at this visit can have their immunisation at your first clinic 
in 2021. They do not need to go to their GP because they are absent.  

https://www.acer.org/au/pat
https://www.mindsetworks.com/science/
https://www.acer.org/au/pat/faqs
https://www.studyskillshandbook.com.au/admin/users/login.php?ce=0&group=1&url=www.studyskillshandbook.com.au/inside/%3f
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cCyXLkOL_-mNfNWa3ZO_6lKvG2hs_jRlAym7_ulZoEU/edit?usp=sharing
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Any Year 10 students who are absent are strongly recommended to go to their GP to avoid any further delay 
in vaccination. 

From the Director of Pastoral Care & Wellbeing 
Mrs Lindy Sykes 
Year 10 Semi-Formal Reminder 
A reminder to complete the online form to 
purchase tickets for the Year 10 semi-formal : 

The Epping Club,  
45-47 Rawson St, Epping 
Friday, 4 December 2020,  

6.30pm to 10.00pm 

Payment options are listed again for your 
information below.  

Please make payment in the next week and tickets 
will be ready for collection at College Reception 
from 30 November.  

Students need to write the names of all attendees sitting at their table within the online booking form sent to 
parents. You can also hand table names into Mrs Tynan (8-12 students per table). 

Cost of Tickets: $80 

Payment Options: 

1. Cheque: Please make cheques payable to ‘St Leo’s Catholic College’ 

2. Credit Card: If you wish to pay by credit card, contact College Reception during office hours (8am-4pm). 

3. Qkr (preferred method): St Leo’s has launched Qkr (by MasterCard) as an easy to use, secure phone 
app for making school payments from your mobile phone. Qkr will accept payment using ANY credit/debit 
card (except American Express) and has a simple checkout function.  No info is stored on the mobile phone. 
We are encouraging all credit card payments to be completed through Qkr particularly for school fees or 
other special events etc. 

Step 1: Download Qkr! on your Android phone or iPhone. iPad users can download iPhone App from App  
Store or Google Play 

Step 2: Register: Select your Country of Residence as ‘Australia’ and follow the steps to register 

Step 3: Find St Leo’s Catholic College Wahroonga - search for St Leo’s Catholic College School 

Step 4: Register your Children 
When first accessing your school menu, you will be prompted to register your child. This allows you to make 
school payments on their behalf. 

Note: The Qkr web client is available for those not wanting to complete transactions from their mobile phone. 

About the Qkr! App: 
Qkr is a safe, secure and reliable way to pay for school items. Qkr Is provided by MasterCard so you know 
the payments are secure. No information is stored on your phone. Registration details and card information 
are saved securely on the MasterCard network. Qkr will accept payment using ANY credit/debit card (except 
American Express). 
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Current Apprenticeship and Traineeship Vacancies 
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From the Pathways Coordinator 
Mrs Mel Timmerman 
Summer Skills for School Leavers 
Have you heard about Summer Skills for School Leavers Program? 
It is an initiative of NSW JobTrainer. It offers 2020 Year 12 school leavers the opportunity to upskill, prepare 
and get ahead through fee-free training courses in construction, coding, business, horticulture, social media, 
mental health and more. Find out more here! 

What’s coming up this week and next: 
1. CodeCamp (every Wednesday, after school) 

 
2. Tradiebot AR/ VR – 26 October to 14 December 

• Five Intake 2020 and Year 8 students have been selected for a special and exclusive pilot 
program with Tradiebot. These students will have access to the special course materials of 
Tradiebot and learn all the ins and outs around AR and VR programming and modelling. This 
program will run for the remainder of the term and will continue in 2021.   
 

3. Girls in Engineering Excursion – 1 December 
• Systems Connect is delivering metro rail track, power, communications, signalling systems and 

infrastructure to turn the excavated tunnels into a working railway between Chatswood and 
Sydenham. Systems Connect have developed the FEED (Female Engineers Early 
Development) initiative to provide students with an opportunity to gain a greater understanding 
and exposure to careers in engineering and provide insight on HSC subject selection for entry to 
STEM degrees. 

• In addition to learning sessions on the wide range of components to an engineering project, such 
as drafting, construction, safety and environment, students will visit a nominated Construction & 
Engineering site and get up and personal with some Systems Connect leading female engineers 

• Registrations for this workshop is no longer possible for this year.  
 

4. Prince Trust Australia: Data Decisions 2020 Workshop – 3 December 
• Data Decisions 2020 is a scenario-based workshop delivered online and led by young people that 

will activate decision-making skills and support students to: design ethical decisions, responses 
and strategies based on data provided throughout the day. Using big data insights, statistical 
analysis, and best practice program design, Prince’s Trust Australia and Resilient Youth have 
paired up to bring you Data Decisions, a ground-breaking initiative that positions young people 
as experts to create solutions to the most pressing challenges that they are facing.   

• Registrations for this workshop is no longer possible for this year.  
 

5. Careers in Sport Workshop – 4 December 
• Cricket NSW and Australian Institute for Sports (AIS) are keen to visit St Leo’s and deliver a 

dynamic presentation around Careers in Sports. 
• John Hutchinson works as the Education Network Advisor on the AIS Athlete Wellbeing and 

Engagement. And Lachlan McBain is the player Development Manager at Cricket NSW. 
• Learn more about: 

o The importance of nutrition for athletes and the importance of fuelling your body correctly; 
o How to work with athletes to plan a sports specific development plan and working with 

athletes identifying areas for development;  
o Careers in AIS/ Sports & Pathways 
o Careers in Cricket NSW/sport & Pathways 

• Students can still register for this workshop. 

https://www.education.nsw.gov.au/campaigns/summer-skills/about-summer-skills
https://forms.gle/AgjwxPUrLTqi6x8T9
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Automotive Apprenticeship – Mercedes Artarmon and Mosman  
There are still very limited Apprenticeships available (both SBAT as a regular Apprenticeship) with both 
dealer sites. This is an industry that has seen a major shift in working and goes through grand developments 
at the moment, offering a broad range of exciting career opportunities for students interested in electrical 
engineering and mechanics. Please come and see me in my office in the ARC if you are keen on kick 
starting your career in the Automotive Industry. 

 

Have a great week and don’t hesitate to touch base if you have any questions or suggestions regarding the 
information above: mel.timmerman@dbb.catholic.edu.au 

From the Aquinas Resource Centre 
Ms Michaela Hashim 
The State Library NSW - HSC Help Workshops 
The State Library is holding a series of workshops designed to support HSC students discover how they can 
access free online resources. These workshops are free and, due to COVID, will be run online. Registrations 
are essential are can be made via these links: 

History: Wednesday November 25, 4.30pm-5.30pm 

Legal Studies: Wednesday December 2, 4.30pm-5.30pm  

English: Wednesday December 9, 4.30pm-5.30pm  

Society and Culture: Tuesday December 15, 4.30pm-5.30pm   

These workshops are a fantastic way for students to step up their research skills and learn to go beyond 
Google to find relevant, accurate, and scholarly sources to support them in their studies. In order to access 
the available resources, students will need library membership. If they have not already done so, they can 
sign up for State Library membership here. Alternatively, having membership in your local library grants you 
access to these resources.  

If there are any questions, please email michaela.hashim@dbb.catholic.edu.au or students can come to the 
Aquinas Resource Centre to ask in person. 

From the CAPA Team 

Dance 

 
 
Our Year 11 Dance students competed in the Everybody Sing and Dance Now Eisteddfod representing the 
College and took away some major trophies: 

mailto:mel.timmerman@dbb.catholic.edu.au
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/hsc-help-history
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/hsc-help-legal-studies-0
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/hsc-help-english-0
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/hsc-help-society-culture-0
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/research-and-collections/get-library-card
mailto:michaela.hashim@dbb.catholic.edu.au
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Open Age Jazz 
Dance Again performed and choreographed by Bianca I - 1st 
place 

 

Open Age Student Choreography   
Brotsjor performed and choreographed by Jade W - 2nd place  

 

Open Age Student Choreography   
Before You Go performed and choreographed by Bianca I - 
3rd place  

 

Open Age Lyrical 
To Die For performed by Jade Wright and choreographed by 
Bianca I - 2nd place 

 

Open Age Lyrical 
Before You Go performed and choreographed by Bianca I - 
3rd place  

 

Jade and Bianca have been part of the Dance Elective program since it was first offered at the College and 
have demonstrated the kind of skills and achievements that are possible through studying this elective 
course. Dance is currently available as an elective from Year 9-12 and as a co-curricular activity at the 
College from Intake 2020 – Year 12.  

Ms Brittany Skea, Dance Teacher 
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Music Tuition Program 
Here at St Leo's Catholic College we offer onsite Private Music Lessons for students of all year groups and 
ability. We offer a vast range of different instrument/vocal lessons including; Female/Male Vocals, Guitar 
(classical/electric), Bass Guitar, Violin, Piano, Flute, Clarinet, Trumpet, Trombone, Tuba, French Horn, 
Saxophone and Drum Kit/Percussion.  

If you would like more information please refer to the Expression of Interest form Click Here or feel free to 
email me. Term 4 is the perfect time to start your child’s musical journey here at St Leo's Catholic College.  

Mr Vince Tavernese, CAPA Co-curricular Coordinator 
 

 

Second-hand Uniforms and Textbooks 
Now is the best time of year to sell any old uniforms or textbooks you no longer need. Why not post them 
on sustainableschoolshop.com.au.  

Sustainable Schools is an online trading platform 
to buy and sell both old and new style second-
hand uniforms and well as textbooks now available 
for our parents/carers. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fn9Q2oHNJvCUr_UdoydL0K6D1GxpWIQW/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/
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Relay for Life’s ‘Relay Your Way’ 
1-30 November 
Hornsby Relay for Life (fundraising for Cancer Council NSW) 
launched virtually on 31 October and will run ‘Relay Your Way’ 
throughout November.   

The St Leo’s Pride Relay for Life team, led by a dedicated group of 
Year 12 students and captained by Mrs Gower (Administration), 
are challenging our Houses to fundraise for our team and are 
planning some fun activities. 

Some of our amazing St Leo's, current and former students have 
had performances displayed on the virtual platform on Facebook - 
these can still be accessed HERE.  

We would ask the students to please recycle their cans and bottles in the relevant house containers and ask 
our College Community to support us in our fundraising efforts - either by donating the proceeds of 
recycling own cans and bottles at home, by joining our team or donating THIS LINK or by purchasing a $2 
raffle ticket HERE.    

 
St Leo's Pride  
Relay For Life is our opportunity to celebrate cancer survivorship, 
remember loved ones we've lost and fight back against cancer. We 
raise money in the lead up to the event, and relay for 24 hours to 
signify that cancer never rests, so neither do we. All funds raised go to: 
www.cancercouncil.org.au 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Mrs Joanna Gower 
St Leo's Pride Team Captain 

 

---------------- 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hornsbyrelayforlife
https://www.cancercouncil.org.au/relayforlife/teams/ei00171078/?fbclid=IwAR2uEFT7hDE2Hl-lFZtWvvQWsPOqLDDamGFOqK6CSfmvLHq5kbnr04QgQjQ
https://www.raffletix.com.au/hornsbyrelayforlife?sref=vze9mkx7&fbclid=IwAR3ingFNHIut44UdqcSPU4dFYwSlOKzjFO5cRXFUqOutzaF7iBpYO6hXipE
https://www.cancercouncil.org.au/relayforlife/teams/ei00171078/?fbclid=IwAR2uEFT7hDE2Hl-lFZtWvvQWsPOqLDDamGFOqK6CSfmvLHq5kbnr04QgQjQ
http://www.cancercouncil.org.au/

