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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
& COLLEGE PRAYER

Shania & Arturo
2027 College Captain & Vice Captain



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We walk together in footsteps millennia old.

St Leo’s acknowledges the Darug and GuriNgai people, the 
traditional custodians of these lands here in Hornsby Shire 
on which we live, learn and work.

We honour and respect their connection to this land as part 
of the oldest surviving continuous culture in the world and 
pay respects to their ancestors and elders past and present.

Their spirituality flows through all of creation, reminding us 
that the land does not belong to us: we belong to the land.

Together, may we build a future based on compassion, 
justice, hope, faith, and reconciliation.



ST LEO’S COLLEGE PRAYER
God of love and understanding, You are the source of strength and inspiration.

You called Pope Saint Leo the Great to guide Your people by his word and example.

We ask You to fill our community with the spirit of respect and dignity.

Guide us in the light of Your truth. May we grow in purpose and learning,
and proclaim Your wisdom to the world.

Give us courage and hope to face the unknown. May we be faithful to
God’s law in our hearts and live with the peace of the Holy Spirit.

God help us to bear witness to the mystery of the cross and resurrection
so we may be people of integrity and justice, walking in the
footsteps of Christ your son.

Amen
St Leo the Great, Pray for us.
Live Jesus in our hearts, Forever.



OUR YEAR 7 2027 TEAM
- Shania & Arturo - 2027 College Student Leaders
- Piper, Martha, Kai & Zach – 2026 Year 7 students
- Mrs Fiona Milkins – Assistant Principal, Student Achievement
- Mr David van Gestel – Assistant Principal, Evangelisation & Catechesis
- Mrs Megan Profilio – Director of Wellbeing for Learning
- Mr David Bell – Director of Administration
- - Mrs Joanna Gower – Registrar & Principal’s EA



- Mr Richard Hannan – Pastoral Leader of Year 7 2026
- Mr Glen Downey – Transition Leader for Year 7 2027 (Term IV) 
- Mrs Kerstin Cole – Leader of Learning Diversity
- Mrs Tess Denham-Fabry – Parent Engagement Coordinator
- Ms Sarah Szacsvay – Community Tutoring Coordinator

- Apologies: Fr. Brendan & Hornsby Cathedral Parish Clergy

OUR YEAR 7 2027 TEAM



HEADINGWHERE CAN I FIND THIS INFORMATION
• All the following information will be available on the 

new ‘Incoming Year 7 2027’ web page – scan the 
QR code or visit stleos.nsw.edu.au/year7

• A detailed Year 7 Information Handbook will be 
available early next term. It will be emailed to all 
Year 7 2027 families and added to the web page.

• See tonight’s flyer for the QR code to the web 
page and an overview of resources.



AGENDA

1. Principal’s Address: Mr Anthony Gleeson - College Principal

2. Faith & Wellbeing: Mr David van Gestel - Assistant Principal: Evangelisation & Catechesis

3. Learning @ St Leo’s: Mrs Fiona Milkins - Assistant Principal: Student Achievement

4. ‘My Leo’s Journey’ Transition Program: Mr Richard Hannan & Mr Glen Downey

5. Parent Opportunities: Mrs Tess Denham-Fabry

6. Opportunities & Final Notes: Ms Megan Profilio, Director of Wellbeing for Learning



PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS
Mr Anthony (Tony) Gleeson



HEADING

https://youtu.be/5l8b1lj1NoE


Welcome parents and carers, students, 
staff and guests!

We thank you for trusting St Leo’s 
by enrolling your young person with us.



HEADING
THE IMPORTANCE OF SELECTING 
THE RIGHT SCHOOL



SCHOOLS

OUR CATHOLIC IDENTITY
• We are first and foremost, a Catholic College, open to all

• We are proudly part of the Catholic Schools Broken Bay (CSBB) network 
of 45 schools covering North Shore, Northern Beaches & Central Coast



OUR MISSION



About St Leo's

• Celebrating 70 years in 2026



• As part of CSBB’s future strategy, St Leo’s will 
consolidate our close partnership with Our Lady 
of the Rosary Primary to become a K-12 school -
‘The Cathedral College’

• This will provide students and staff with many 
more opportunities but notably, have minimal 
building impact on the current St Leo’s site.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS



PRIORITY FEEDER SCHOOLS



PARENTS IN PARTNERSHIP
CSBB’s 'Shaping Tomorrow Together 

in Faith' strategy is about us working 
together to strive for excellence and 

achieve something great’ 
said A/Bishop Anthony Randazzo. 
'The person of Jesus Christ, and 

his message of Good News is central 
to who we are and all that we do.'

'As we strive to be at least as good 
as the very best'

STUDENT

TEACHERPARENT/CARER

“The success of the educational path depends primarily 
on the principle of mutual cooperation, first and 
foremost between parents and teacher…”
(Paragraph 15, Congregation for Catholic Education, Vatican City 2022)



GROWTH DOMAINS
• We ensure balanced and diverse growth of 

our students through a College-wide focus on 
what we call our ‘St Leo’s Growth Domains’ –
the Spiritual, Academic, Cultural, 
Social/Emotional, Environmental and 
Physical development areas of each and 
every St Leo’s student.



• St Leo’s is proud of our strong reputation for the highest 
quality pastoral care. We aim to recognise each student 
and encourage them to find their personal greatness.

• Our comprehensive Pastoral Care Program focuses on 
promoting wellbeing, connectedness, resilience and
positive relationships and contributes to our ongoing 
reputation as a caring, inclusive community.

KNOWING OUR STUDENTS



ABOUT YEAR 7 2027
240

Siblings of 
existing students

Number in 
cohort

72

From no. of different 
primary schools47

Sets of twins3

School days (from tomorrow) 
until your young person’s final 
day of secondary schooling!

2290

Families with the 
same last name10



HEADING
YEAR 7 2027  >>>
YEAR 12 GRADUATING CLASS OF 2



EACH OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 
HAS A STORY…

'Our thoughts on starting 
at St Leo’s in 2026'

Please welcome 
Year 7 2026 students

Zach, Martha, Piper & Kai





HEADING
MY    TOP TIPS

1. Get involved – so many opportunities at Leo’s

2. Reading – it’s so important

3. Relax!



FAITH & WELLBEING
Mr David van Gestel
Assistant Principal - Evangelisation & Catechesis



CATECHESIS @ ST LEO’S
Evangelisation - Sharing the message and teachings of Jesus Christ
- Communication & engagement with parish and School communities
- Youth Ministry 
- Social Justice – Vinnies Winter Sleepout, Street Retreat, RUOK? Day

Catechesis - Faith formation of the community
- Mass weekly
- Whole school masses & liturgies
- Quality Religious Education classes



CATECHESIS - Tradition, Ritual & Symbols 

Year 7 Welcome:
Clapping in & ringing of the Bell of Discipleship

Year 12 Graduation:
Clapping out & ringing of the Bell

Student Leadership 
Induction Ceremony



CATECHESIS - Year 7 Presented to the College



CATECHESIS – Service: Street Retreat



CATECHESIS – Service: Vinnies, Biggest 
Morning Tea, Dom's Place, Clean4Shore & more



CATECHESIS – Vinnies Winter Sleepout -
Over $195,000 raised since 2020!



CATECHESIS – Retreats



CATECHESIS
Monday - Rosary
Tuesday - Environmental Group
Wednesday - Bible Study
Friday - Mass



CATECHESIS – Ignite



• Your Year 7 2027 Pastoral Team 
• Continuity of Care (Year Leader + Mentor teacher)
• Peer Relations – Extended Mentor, Peer Support with Year 10
• Buddy Program with current Year 7 - Postcards
• Positive Behaviour underpinned by Restorative Practice

'Social connectedness and good interpersonal relationships are 
considered protective factors that have a positive impact on 

mental (and general) health and wellbeing.' Beyond Blue

LEARNING @ ST LEO’S



LEARNING – Camps & Pastoral Days



LEARNING @ LEO’S
Mrs Fiona Milkins
Assistant Principal - Student Achievement



FRAMEWORK
• Through this framework, St Leo’s learners develop 

skills in the areas of collaboration, resilience, 
responsibility and independence . 

• Students are taught to think critically, apply knowledge to new 
situations, and develop the skills needed to become lifelong 
learners able to adapt and thrive in our ever -changing world . 

• As a Catholic learning community, we are dedicated to principles of teaching 
and learning that are rigorous, informed, relational and empowered .





HEADING
ASSESSMENT…

IS NOT A 
SCARY WORD!





Devices @ Home

Set boundaries | Share the experience | Remove distractions
Important Home Conversations:

• Determine when and where digital devices can be used at home

• Determine a time when digital devices can be used for entertainment

• Determine where the laptop should be charged every night



Devices @ School

● Notifications are to be 
switched off

● Laptops must be charged
● Headphones must not be 

worn around the College



Mobile Phones

Out of sight and switched off from
8.30am to 3pm,
including recess
and lunch



HEADING
UNIFORMS
• Please ensure every item is 

labelled!



‘MY LEO’S JOURNEY’
TRANSITION PROGRAM
Mr Richard Hannan
Pastoral Leader of Year 7 2026

Mr Glen Downey
Transition Leader for Year 7 2027



Where My Leo’s 
Journey begins. . .PATHWAY TO YEAR 7 2027

WELCOME TO



WHAT IS ‘MY LEO’S JOURNEY’?
• A structured transition & engagement program

aimed at helping new students and families:

- feel welcome

- build confidence, and 

- feel prepared, excited and a part of our 

community before their first day.



WHAT YOU MAY HAVE SEEN SO FAR

Principal’s Welcome video
Buddy welcome postcards

News bulletin – Cubs Connect



WHAT ELSE TO LOOK OUT FOR

Primary feeder school visits & partnerships

More ‘Cubs Connect’ news bulletins

IT setup support ‘Ask Leo’s’ Q&A portalNew Student Handbook 
& Info booklets

Orientation:
• ‘Getting-to-know-you activities
• Meet the Teachers
• Subject Tasters
• Discovery Dash
• Fun Campus Workbook
• Peer Support & Buddy activities

‘Getting Ready’ video series

Buddy meet-ups
(on campus)

First day welcome for 
students & parents

House activities

Opening ceremony

Parent ‘Cup of Connection’ Morning Teas

Tips & Tricks/Starter Checklists 
Resources (online & Facebook)

Parent Seminar: 
High School Transition



FOR PARENTS & CARERS
Parent/Carer Seminar Parent/Carer Morning Teas



KEY STUDENT DATES
Orientation Day -
Friday 13 November 2026 
8.30am - 2.30pm
The Light of Christ Centre (TLOCC)

First Day of High School -
Monday 1 February 2027
8.30am - 2.30pm 
The Light of Christ Centre (TLOCC)



HEADINGWHERE CAN I FIND THIS INFORMATION
• All the following information will be available on the 

new ‘Incoming Year 7 2027’ web page – scan the 
QR code or visit stleos.nsw.edu.au/year7

• A detailed Year 7 Information Handbook will be 
available early next term. It will be emailed to all 
Year 7 2027 families and added to the web page.

• See tonight’s flyer for the QR code to the web 
page and an overview of resources.



HEADING
STUDENT REQUIREMENTS

Uniforms

• New uniforms should be ordered directly through Midford 
(Turramurra store) by mid December for guaranteed delivery by 
the start of school year. (Note we do not have an onsite uniform 
shop, however Midford do deliver to Leo’s for free on school days)

• 2 x sport polos are required – 1 x House + 1 x general sport. When 
ordering, Houses will not yet be allocated. We will send list to 
supplier to allocate to the correct House once finalised.



HEADING
STUDENT REQUIREMENTS

Uniforms, cont.

• Please ensure every item is labelled!

• Second hand uniforms are available from: 
- Sustainableschoolshop.com.au (online), 
- The Uniform Exchange (in person/online), 
- or other sites e.g. Marketplace
(See links on the Year 7 or Uniform web pages)



HEADING
STUDENT REQUIREMENTS

BYOD Devices
• Option of either PC/Windows-based or Apple OS device 
• Note iPads are no longer a supported device
• Full specifications are available on the Year 7 2027 web page

Opal Cards 
• All students will require new cards as they are starting a new school
• Order online directly through Transport NSW – in student's name
• Opens in Term 4 - Order before the end of year (suggest ASAP) 



HEADING
STUDENT REQUIREMENTS

Stationery
• Stationery packs will be supplied for each student on Day 1
• A keyed padlock for lockers will be supplied with stationery packs
• We suggest picking up students on Day 1 if possible as the packs 

are quite heavy for students to carry home

Textbooks
• You do not need to arrange textbooks initially as they are made 

available to students online. Additional resources will be advised 
throughout the year as required e.g. novels



PARENT ENGAGEMENT
Mrs Tess Denham- Fabry
Parent Engagement Coordinator



FOR PARENTS & CARERS
Parent/Carer Seminar Parent/Carer Morning Teas



COMMUNITY TUTORING
Mrs Sarah Szacsvay
Community Tutoring Coordinator

LEARNING DIVERSITY
Mrs Kerstin Cole
Leader of Learning Diversity



PROGRAMS OF NOTE

• Community Tutoring: Part of the College Literacy and Numeracy program, our Community 
Tutors assist our Year 7-8 students who need that 'bit of extra help' to achieve their full potential 
through basic literacy and/or numeracy support.

• Learning Diversity : A wide range of diverse learners study on our premises, mainly supported 
via in-class support and differentiation according to identified needs. All students learn together in 
mixed-ability classes. The Learning Diversity team work closely with families, teachers, Wellbeing           
and Careers teams, as well as out-of-school support agencies – to assist all students to grow  into 
confident learners.



OPPORTUNITIES & 
FINAL NOTES
Ms Megan Profilio
Director of Wellbeing for Learning



SO MANY OPPORTUNITIES!



OPPORTUNITIES GALORE!

Over 20 specialist ensembles including
8 for Year 7 alone (CAPA Cubs), e.g.

• Concert, Rock & Girls Rock Bands
• Accordion & Guitar Ensembles
• Dance - Jazz, Hip Hop & Pom
• Cubs Singers, Concert Band,    

Art & Clay Clubs + more

Over 30 College representative sports 
plus a weekly program including: 

• Run Club
• Sport Aerobics
• Weight (gym) training + more

A large range of other clubs, groups  
and activites available including:

• Debating, Public Speaking, 
Writer’s Collective & Book Club

• Maths, Science & Japan Clubs
• Duke of Ed Program, Enviro Group
• Weekly Mass, Rosary & Youth 

Ministry activities incl. Bible Study
• Vinnies Conference and huge 

range of Social Justice activities
• Other: Chess, Lego, D&D + more!



ST LEO’S SWIMMING CARNIVAL
• To be held on Monday 7 December 2026 at Hornsby Aquatic Centre.

• This carnival is not a whole school event; it is competitors only for 
students who wish to be considered for selection in the St Leo’s 
Swimming Team to compete at the Broken Bay Swimming 
Championships.

• Students who would like to compete must 
submit an entry form using the QR code 
on tonight’s flyer, or the link on the web page.



ST LEO’S SWIMMING CARNIVAL
• As the carnival is held in Term IV, students will compete in the 

age group corresponding to the age they will turn in 2027.
For example, a student who turns 11 in 2026 will compete 
in the 12 Years age group.

• When arriving at the carnival, students will need to be 
signed in, and a parent is required to attend

• Entries must be submitted via the form accessed via the 
QR code on tonight’s flyer by Friday 23 October 2026.



JUST TWO MORE THINGS…
• Traffic Flow in Woolcott Ave -

Woolcott Ave/Windarra Cres loop (Gates A & B),
are one way during pickup and drop off times.

• Parking -
As you will have noticed, parking is an issue
due to our quiet residential and beautiful
bushland surrounds. Please consider our
neighbours when parking and ensure residents
are able to enter/exit driveways.



FOR JOINING US TODAY
We look forward to seeing you at Orientation 

or our other My Leo’s Journey events.



HEADINGWHERE CAN I FIND THIS INFORMATION
• All tonight’s information will be available on the new 

‘Incoming Year 7 2027’ web page from tomorrow –
scan the QR code or visit stleos.nsw.edu.au/year7

• A detailed Year 7 Information Handbook will be available 
early next term. It will be emailed to all Year 7 2027 
families and added to the web page.

• See tonight’s flyer for the QR code to the web page and 
an overview of resources.
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